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On this day in history (December 18, 2025)....
1777 1st US national Thanksgiving Day, commemorat-
ing British General Burgoyne’s surrender
1787 New Jersey becomes the third state to ratify the 
US constitution
1796 1st US newspaper to appear on Sunday (Balti-
more Monitor)
1799 George Washington’s body interred at Mount 
Vernon
1839 John William Draper takes 1st portrait photo-
graph of a female face made in US
1849 William Bond obtains 1st photograph of Moon 
through a telescope
1865 1st US cattle importation law passed
1892 Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s ballet “The Nutcracker” 
premieres in Saint Petersburg, Russia, now the world’s 
most performed ballet; his final opera “Isolanta” also 
premieres
1898 First automobile speed record set of 63 kph (39 
mph) by French Count Gaston de Chasseloup-Laubat 
of Paris
1917 The 18th Amendment to the US Constitution, au-
thorizing prohibition of alcohol, is approved by the US 
congress and sent to the states for ratification [1]
1920 1st US postage stamps printed without the words 
United States or US
1957 World’s first full scale nuclear power plant, for 
peacetime use only, begins to generate electricity at 
the Shippingport Atomic Power Station in Pennsylva-
nia
1963 “The Pink Panther” film premieres, directed by 
Blake Edwards, and starring Peter Sellers and David 
Niven, with theme music composed by Henry Mancini
1964 “The Pink Panther” cartoon series premieres 
(Pink Phink)
1964 Filming is completed for “Star Trek” pilot “The 
Cage”; cast includes Jeffrey Hunter, Susan Oliver, 
Leonard Nimoy, and Majel Barret; although it never 
airs, some footage re-used in “Menagerie” episode of 
th1966 Dr. Seuss’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” 
airs for the first time on CBS; the animated special is 
directed by Chuck Jones and features the voices of 
Boris Karloff, June Foray, and Thurl Ravenscroft, with 
songs by Albert Hague
1968 Musical-fantasy film “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”, 
co-written by Roald Dahl and director Ken Hughes, 

DEFIANCE, OHIO

By On This Day in History

starring Dick Van Dyke and Sally Ann Howes, with 
songs by Sherman and Sherman, premieres in NYC
1972 US launches Operation Linebacker II, its heavi-
est bombing of North Vietnam, as negotiations to end 
the Vietnam War collapse
1976 “Wonder Woman” debuts on ABC
1979 Stuntman Stanley Barrett unofficially breaks the 
land speed record and the sound barrier in his three-
wheeled vehicle the Budweiser Rocket (739.666 mph 
or Mach 1.01). The speed was never officially recorded 
and the attempt remains controversial.
1988 Seattle Seahawks win their 1st ever division title 
with 9-7 record
1989 “I Love Lucy” Christmas episode, shown for 1st 
time in over 30 years
1996 US TV industry execs agree to adopt a ratings 
system
1997 HTML 4.0 is published by the World Wide Web 
Consortium
2002 Fashion designer Calvin Klein announces he is 
selling his company to shirt-maker Phillips-Van Heu-
sen for $430 million

Team – 
I am pleased to announce that GM Defiance has been award-
ed the General Motors Global Manufacturing Operational 
Excellence (OpEx) Award for the second consecutive year. 
This accomplishment is particularly notable, given the plant’s 
competition with manufacturing sites worldwide. The award 
highlights our achievements in quality, throughput, and cost 
savings, and I extend my congratulations to the entire Defi-
ance team for this outstanding performance.

Operational Excellence represents an ongoing cultural shift 
within GM, empowering employees to continuously seek 
improvements. Through collaboration across all levels and 
departments, our team identifies opportunities to enhance 
processes, aiming to increase customer satisfaction while op-
timizing both time and cost efficiencies.

Thank you for your dedication and contributions to our col-
lective success.

Congratulations once again on this remarkable achievement!

Derrick Parson



Socrates has a new name: Welcome to 
GM ONE
We’re excited to announce the new name 
for Socrates, our employee digital hub for 
all things GM. 

Introducing GM ONE. 
What’s happening: You'll see the full 
launch of the new GM ONE homepage in 
January. The new site will feature a clean-
er, more intuitive experience, streamlined 
navigation, and easier access to the tools 
and news you rely on every day.

GM ONE directly reflects themes of unity 
and aligns with our behaviors. It’s simple, 
memorable, and modern.
How we got here: Back in September, we 
asked you to help us find a new name for 
our intranet – and we heard you loud and 
clear. After receiving nearly 3,000 name 
submissions, we did further testing on 
the top recommendations. At the end, a 
name stood out above the rest: GM ONE.
Why it matters: Employees are at the 
heart of GM – from designing and en-
gineering our products, to testing new 
technologies, to building our world-class 
vehicles. And its employees who use our 
intranet every day – so it was important 
that we had your input.
What’s Next: Stay tuned for more infor-
mation as we approach the official launch 



Message To Defiance Team From Derrick Parson
Congratulations on achieving a 100% Green scorecard for November—an exceptional accomplishment! This 

milestone reflects your relentless focus, discipline, and commitment to excellence. The results speak volumes 
about the strength of this team and the pride you take in delivering world-class performance.

Thank you for your hard work and dedication. Let’s keep building on this momentum and continue setting the 

standard for success!



Would you like to recognize a team member? You can 
send a photo and details to tonya.huss@gm.com.  It will 
be shared in a future PowerNews issue.  The employees 
permission is required to share their story and photo. 

OPTICIAN HOURS 
Monday 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM

Wedneday 6:30 AM – 4:00 PM

DEFIANCE UNIFORM REP 
PHONE NUMBER

Chris Rigby Chris Rigby 
(419)-389-7409(419)-389-7409

*Text or Call Rich directly 
with any issues. Texting is best.

Recognize a Team Member

Saf-Gard Shoe Truck will be 
onsite Thursday, December 11 

@ 6 am-10:30 am 
&  11:30 am-4 pm

10:30 - 11:30 am Shoe Truck 
will be closed for lunch.

Tonya Huss Communication Coordinator tonya.huss@gm.com 419-784-7727
Kevin Nadrowski Communication Manager kevin.1.nadrowski@gm.com 313-498-5464

The plant’s next blood drive will be 
on Tuesday, January 27, 2026.  If in-
terested in donating, please contact 
your group leader or Heather Troyer 
to schedule an appointment.

Blood Drive January 27

Revised 1/5/23 

Shoe Mobile Schedule 
2025 

 
 

A limited number of boots are available in the 
GSC office in the crib for emergencies.  

 
In addition, employees may:  

1) Obtain a shoe authorization form from me or Brian Kempe and take 
it to a Red Wing or Saf-Gard store,  

2) Order from the catalogs in the crib office, the online website 
or 3) Contact me for any special needs. 

 
Alexandria English 

419-784-7271 
419-770-9446 

 

Red Wing Saf-Gard 
6 a.m.-10:30 a.m.,  

11:30-4 p.m. 
 

6 a.m.-10:30 a.m.,  
11:30-4 p.m. 

 
January 21st January 16th 

 February 27th 
  

April 22nd April 3rd 
 May 15th 
 June 26th 

July 22nd August 7th 
 September 18th 

October 21st October 30th 
 December 11th   

Reminder: 
The Shoe Truck will  

be closed for lunch from 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 


